CHILDREN, 
Extracted from a late AuTnon. 


By JOHN, WESLEY, M. 4. 
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Suffer little Children to come unto'me, and forbid. _ 74 
them got, for ſuch is the a of 
Cod. Luk 4. 13. | K 
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= pl be. was bet ween 12 + 
and nine years old, was carried by: 18 
her friends to hare fora waere” 4 


the Miniſter preached upon Matt, 


5 of the non of her Wan 2 


xi. go, My yoke is eafy, and my burden a 
:s light: in the applying of which 
ſcripture, the child was mightily: 508 | 
awakened and made deeply ſenhble- 
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in ; and went home, got by herſelf 
- ſhe wept and EI to the Lord, as 


ealy be perceived by hereyes and 
countenance. 

2. She was not contented with 
; „ but ſhe got her little brother 
2nd fi fter into a chamber with her, 
and told them their condition by 
nature, and way over them, and 
pray ed with them. 


Fl Jermon upon Proverbs xxix. 1, Ile 
ſ-that being often reproved, hardeneth 
has neck. Kall fud identy be dejivoyed, 
and that without remedy at which 
we was more afictted than before, 
lik and was lo exceeding ſolicitous 
WF 2bout her ſoul, that ſhe ſpent great 
part of the night in weeping and 
| s and Wall lcarce take any 


* 2 8 rel 


* 
* 


| her need of Chriſt, the wept bit- - 
} terly to'think wh a caſe ſhe was 


#5 | 
into a chamber, and upon her knees 


well as ſhe could, which might 


3. After this, ſhe beam another 
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reſt day or night nor ſome time to- | 
gether; defiring with all her ſoul} 1 
to eſcape from everlaſting flames, | 1 
and to get an intereſt in the Lord wn 
Jeſus: "O what ſhould ſhe do for | 4 1 
Chriſt ! what ſhould ſhe do o be [1 
ſaved ! 

4. She gave herſelf much to 260 
tending upon the word ade 
and {till continued very tender ug 
der it, greatly reliſhing what 99 
heard. | 24 2 

8. She was very much in ac bi . A 
Prayer, and was uſually very 4mpors | 
tunate, and full of tears. : 

6. She could ſcarce ſpeak of an, 
or be ſpoke to, but her heart was 
ready to melt. my => 

7, She ſpent much time in 874. j 1 
ing the cripture. = 

8. She was extecding dutiful to 
her parents, very loa'h to noel 
them in the leaſt ; and if ſhe hagat 
ang time hie was very rareh of- | 1 Ay 1 
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9. She abhorred lying, and al- 
Howed herſelf in no known fin. 
19. When ſne was at ſchool, ſhe 
Was eminent for her diligence, 


teachableneſs, meekneſs and modeſ- 


ty, ſpeaking a little, but when ſhe 
Raid ſpeak, it was uſually ſpiritual. 

11. She continued in this courſe 
religious duties for ſome years 


N 4 together, | 


12. When ſhe was about four- 


b teen years old, ſhe broke a vein in 


ber lungs, as is ſu ppoſed) and often 


[| 4 Fpat blood, you did a little recover 
, K again, | 


13. At the beginning of January 


e was taken very bad again, in 


Which ſickneſs {he was in great diſ- 


bels of foul. When fhe was firſt 
taken, ſhe ſaid, O mother, pray 
bor me, for Satan is lo buſy that 
1 2 * Piel: 1 * I 


ned them, Wessel er bit- 


r 


am undone without Chriſt, and a par- ll 
: 22 O lam undone to all eternity & il 
i Her mother, knowing hoy | 
ie ſhe had been formerly, did | 
a little wonder that ſhe ſhould be in ll 
ſuch agonies; and aſked her what une 
{in it was that was ſo burthenſome 
to her ſpirit ? O mother, ſaid e 
it is not any paticular 0 that ticks Wi 
ſo clole to my conſcience, as the final 
of my nature; without the ble 
of ant: that will damn me.“ 
Her mother aſked her, what mae 
he fhould pray for, for her? ſhe am 
anſwered, „That I may have a me 
ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chriſtiz 
and that I may have an aſſurance of | 
God's love to wy ſoul.” Her mem i 
ther aſked her, Why ſhe ipoke foal 
little to the miniſter that came to} Ii 
her? She an{w@red. It was heel 9 | 
duty with paticn& and lence 10 5 
learn of bim.“ Ef 
16. One time when ſhe fel}; into 
a fit, ſhe cried out, O 1 am goj 5 1 | 
A 4 : 
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Lam going: but what ſhall I do to 


| i be ſaved ? Loid Jeſus, I will lie at 
| thy feet; and if I periſh, it ſhall be 


"It the fountain of thy mercy,” 

17. She was much afraid of pre- 
ſumption, and dreaded a miſtake in 
the matters of her ſoul, and would 


be often putting up ejaculations to 


"God, to deliver her from deceiving 
Herſelf. To inſtance in one, „Great 
and mighty God, {aid ſhe, give me 
Faith, and true faith ; that I may not 
and no oil.“ 
18. Her father bid her be of good 
Fee becauſe ſhe was going to a 
etter Father: at which ſhe fell 
Into a great agony, and ſaid, But 


bo do 1 know that? I am a poor 


*finner that wants aſſurance; O, for 


affurance ! This was her great, ear- 


"neſt, and D to all that 
ame to her, to beg aſſurance for 
her; and ſhe would look with ſo 

by | EN much 
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be a fooliſh virgin, having a lamp 


— 


ſhe deſired nothing in the world o 


lived: apo whith accou 
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99050 eagerneſs upon them, m__— 


much as that they would pity ber, 


and help her with their prye 
Never was a poor creature more eat- 
neſt for any thing than ſhe was for 


aſſurance, and the light of God's 


counienance: O the piteous moan 
that ſhe would make! Othe 2gonies 1 


that her ſoul was in? 
19, The Lord's-day before that 


on which ſhe died, a kinſman of b 
her's came to ſce her, and aſking 
of her, whether ſhe knew him? 


She anſwered, is Yes, I know you 


and I defire you would learn to 
know Chriſt ; you are young, but 


you know not how ſoon you ma 
die! and O to die without ror 


is a fearful ching; O redeem time 


O time, time, precious time E 
Being requeſted by him not to ſpend 
herſeif: ſhe ſaid, She would feln do 
all the good the. could while. ſhe 


( 


the preciouſneſs of time. 

20. Some miniſters that came to 
her, did with earneſtneſs beg, that 
the Lord would pleaſe to give ber 
| fome token for good, that ſhe might 

off triumphing ; and bills of the 
V Ame nature were ſent to ſeveral 
i Wet. 

er. After ſhe had long waited for 
ME an anſwer of their prayers, ſhe ſaid, 
ell, 1 willventure my ſoul upon Chriſt, 
257 22. For the pains and agonies 
that ſhe was in, her patience was 
next to a wonder: © Lord, Lord, 
give me patience, ſaid ſhe, that I 
may not difhonour thee !” 

23. Upon Thurſday, after long 
IF Waiting, great fears, and many pray- 
ers, when all her friends thought 
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aſtoniſhment of her friends, ſhe 


and” cheerful counte- 


ed that a ſermon might be 


der at her funeral, concerning 


The had been paſt ſpeaking to the 
j i 4 forth thus, with a very audi- 


nance; - 


4 


that wide R comes unto — 


(Gu) 


thou wilt in no wile caſt him out: 
Lord, I come unto thee, and ſurely 
thou wilt in no wiſe caſt me outs, 


O fo ſweet! O ſo glorious is Jeſus 
I heve thee, ſweet aud glorious 


Jeſus ; he is ſweet, he is ſweet! 0 
the admirable love of God in ſends 


ing Chriſt, and free grace to a por 


175 


loſt creature 
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24. Her foul then ſeemed raviſhe#* 1 


with the love of Chriſt, And while 
the was engaged in magnifying of 
God, her father, brethien, and fif» 


called, to whom ſhe ſpake particu» 
larly, as her ſtrength would give 
leave. 
&1Cy to one of her brothers, and de- 


o 
he 


ters, with others of the family, were nl 


She gave her bible as a le» ew 


fixed him to uſe that well for her 


ſake ; and added, to him and the 
reſt, „O make uſe of time to get 
Chriſt for your ſouls : ſpend no tim 


in unn a and * or e | 


N E when you are old. 


(un) 
get Chriſt on your ſoul 


Remember 


J ing: O 
While you are young! 
Dow your Creator before you come 
to a ſick-bed: put not off this great 
work till then, for then you will 
find it hard work indeed: I know 
by experience, the devil will tell 


you it is time enough; and ye are 
young, what need ye be in ſuch 
baſte ? You will have time enough 
But remember 
the words of a dying ſiſter, If you 
knew how good Chriſt were! If 
vou had but one taſte of his ſweet- 
neſs, you had rather go to him a 
thouſand times than ſtay in this 
Wicked world, I would not for ten 


thouſand worlds part with my in- 


tereſt in Chriſt : O how happy am 
1, that I am going to everlalting 
Joys! I would not go back again 
for twenty thouſand worlds; and 
will you not ſtrive to get an intereſt 
in Chrilt "op 


24. After 
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25, After this, looking upon one 
of her father's ſervants, ſhe ſaid, 
& What ſhall 1 do at the great day, 


when Chriſt ſhall fay to me, Come 


thou blefſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for thee? And ſhall 
ſay to the wicked, Go thou curſed 
into the lake that burns for ever! 
W hatagriefis it for me tothink, that 
1 ſhall ſee any of my friends that 1 
knew upon earth, turned into that 
lake that burns for ever! O that 
word for ever! Remember that,' 
for ever! I ſpeak theſe words to you, 
but they are nothing, except God 
ſpeaks to you too: O pray, that God 
would give you grace!“ And then 
ſhe prayed, O Lord, finiſh thy 
work upon their ſouls: it will be my 
comfort to ſee you in glory; but it 
will be your everlaſting happineſs,” 
26. Upon Friday, after the had 
had ſuch lively diſcoveries of God's 
love, ſhe was exceeding deſirous to 


die, and cried aut, Come, Lord Wl | | 
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to thy tabernacle, 1 am a poor crea- 
ture without thee : but Lord Jeſus, 


my foul longs to be with thee: O 
when ſhall it be? Why not now, 


dear Jeſus? Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
_ But why do I ſpeak thus? 
hy time, dear Lord, is the beſt; 


O give me patience, 

27. Upon Saturday ſhe ſpoke but 
- little, (being very drowſy) yet now 
and then ſhe dropt theſe words, 
© How long ſweet Jeſus? Finiſh 


thy work, ſweet Jeſus: come away 
Lord jeſus, come quickly.“ 
28. Upon the Lord's- day ſhe ſcarce 
1 oke any thing, but much deſired 
t bills of thankſgiving might be 
ſent to thoſe who had former ly been 
re for her, that they might 
elp her to praiſe God for that full 
ga ſſurance that he had given her of 


his love: and ſeemed to be ſwallows 


edu 


with the thoughts of God's 
* 0 


ove to her foul, She oft com- 
mended 


£ ' 


3 eome quickly! conduct me i 5 me 
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was heard to ſpeak were theſe: Lord 
help, Lord Jeſus help, dear Lord 
Jeſus, bleſſed Jeſus.--And thusupon 


” mended her ſpirit into the Lords | [ q 
hands: and the laſt words which ſhe: Þ 


the Lord's-day, between nine and 


ten o'clock in the forenoon, ſhe: WM 


ſlept {weetly in Jeſus. and began an 
everlaſting ſabbath, Feb. 19, 1670. 
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EXAMPLE U 


1. A Littlechild, whoſe mother nr 

had dedicated him to the... ne 
Lord in her womb ; when he cou nm 
not ſpeak plain, would be crying 


» 


after God, and was greatly defirous nn 


to be taught good things, 


2. He eouſd not endure to be put 
to bed without prayer, but would 
put his parents upon it, with much ry 


devotion kneel down, and with great 
patience and delight continue till it 


15 


| | of being weary, 


Was ſo:engaged, | 
g. He could not be ſatisfied with 
ih family prayer: but he would be of- 
Milk ten upon his knees by himſelf, in 
| i one corner or another, 
BY! 4. He was much delighted in 
bearing the word of God either 
read or preached. 
5. He loved to go to ſchool, that 
ne might learn ſomething of Cod, 
and would take great notice of what 
ip! he had read, and come home and 
Whit peak of it with much affeRion, He 
10 al rejoice in his book, and ſay 


Awcet leſſon to-day ; will you pleaſe 

Fi give me leave to fetch my book, 
at you may hear it?“ 

i 6, He quickly learned to read the 

We! Fin and would with great re- 
WH verence, tenderneſs, and groans, 

WI read till tears and ſobs were ready 

HE hinder him, 
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And he ſeemed 
never ſo well pleaſed as when he 


0 his mother, O mother, | had a 
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. When he was at ſecret prayer? 

he would weep bitterly. 9 
8. He was wont often t cott. 1 
lain of the wicked neſs of his heart, 
and ſeemed to be more grieved for 
the corruption of his natute, than 
ſor actual fin. 1 
. He was much troubled for the MW = 
wandering of his thoughts in pray= Mil i 
er, and that he could not always 
keep his heart fixed upon God, and 4, 
his affettions conſtantly raiſed, - * ye 
10, He kept a watch over his "nl 
heart, and obſerved the workings of 1 2 
his ſoul, and would complain, that 
they were ſo vain and fooliſh, and ſos. A 7:8 
little buſied about ſpiritual chings. 1 
11. He wes exceeding importu- al p 


nate with God in prayer; and 8 
would plead with God at a ſtrange. mm 
rate ; and he would beg andexpoſiy=. "mn | 
late, and weep lo, that ſometimes it b = 
could not be kept from the ears "of" El 
the neighbours ; ſo that one in the * 


nent 


(4) 
"next houſe was forced to ery'outs 
The prayers and tears of that 


to hell,” becauſe by it he did con- 
demn his neglett of prayer, and his 
flight performance of it. 


foul. 


in, he was cahly convinced of it, 
"and would get into ſome corner or 
fecret place and with tears beg per- 
2 95 of God, and ſtrength againſt it. 
134. When other children were 
ing, be would be praving. 
i Be 15. A friend of his aſked him, 
When he was firſt taken fick, W be- 
ther he was willing to die? He an- 
twered, No; becauſe he was afraid 
of Bis Nate as to another world. 
1 Vb. child, ſaid the other, thou 
BM 3 didſt pray for a rev heart, for a 
Wl humble and a fincere heart, and 1 
"have heard thee : didft thou not 
* 5 9 "Ws SI ' prey 


- Child in 9285 next houfe will ſink me 


12, He abhorred lying with his | 


"13. When he had committed any 


(49) 0 
pray with thy heart? I hope I di * 
laid he. 1 
16. Not long after, the ſame 
ſon aſked him again, Whether he 
was willing to die? He anſwered, 
& Now I am willing; for I hall go 
to Chriſt,” 
17. He ſtill grew weaker and 
weaker, but behaved with a great 
deal of ſweetneſs and patiencg, 
waiting for his change. Atleft cal- 
ling upon the name of the Lord, 
| and ſaying, © Lord Jeſus, Lord Je- 
ſus!” He ſweetly flept, dying when 
he was between five and fix years 
| old, | 
PE EXAMPLE III. _— 
"Pa: ARY A. when {he was be=" 3 0 0 9 
tween four and five years þ þ 
old, was greatly affected in ben 1 Al 'S 9 
che word of God, and became very 1 1 g 
lolighous. Na her foul, weeping 
EET + n 


* ut © 


| (>. * 

Wümme, to think what would be- 
come of her in another world, aſk- 
ing ſtrange queſtions concerning 
| Gad and C! kriſt, and her own ſoul. 
So that before ſhe was full five years 
old, ſhe minded the one thing need» 
ful, and choſe the better part, 

2. She was wont to be much in 
Tecret prayer, and many times caine 
off from her knees with tears. 

3. She would chuſe ſuch times 
and places tor ſectet prayer, as 
might render her leſs oblerved by 
others: and endeavoured to conceal 
What ſhe was doing, when ſhe was 
engaged therein, 

4. Her mother being full ef ſor- 
row after the death of her huſband, 
this child came to her and aſked 
her why ſhe wept fo exceedingly ? 
Her mother anſwered, ſhe had caule 
enough to weep, becaule. her father 
was dead: © No dear mother, {aid 


the child, you have no caule to 


weep fo much, for God is a de 
God ſkill, gh IN be 


= 0 


ful mi 
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8. 8 
keep 
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(41 -}: 
She was a dear lover of faith- 
ful minilters: One time after ſhe 
had been hearing of Mr. IWhitaker, 
ſhe ſaid, „I love that man dearl 
for the ſweet words that he ipeaks 
concerning Chriſt.” 
6. Her book was her delight; 


and many times ſhe was ſo ſtrangely 


affected in reading the dea 


that ſhe burſt out into tears, an 
would hardly be pacified: fo great- 


ly was ſhe taken with Chriſt's ſuf 


ſerings, the zeal of God's ſervants, 
and the danger of a natural ſlate, 
7. She complained often of the 
corruption of her nature, of the 
hardneſs of her heart, that ſhe could 


repent no more, and be no more. 
humble and grieved for her ſins 
againſt a good God: and when ſhe 


thus complained, it was with abuts 
dance of tears, 


8. She was very conſcientious in 


keeping the Sabbath, ſpending the 


whey time either in erding, or 
wh Ba „ 
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3 Penny in his pu rſe, but not without 
| grace in bis heart.“ n 


praying, or learning her catechiſms 10.5 
or teaching her brothers or filters. | 2 the 
One time when ſhe was left at home ſhe ſay 
upon the Lord's-day, ſhe got ſome the Lo 
ether little children together, with | for 193 
Der brothers. and fiflers, and told jj "7 V 
them, That was the Lord's-day, and tw 
and that they ought to remember of the 
that day to keep it holy. She then with a 
told them it was to be ſpent in reli- nels, a 
gious exerciſes all the day, except ſcriptu 
fo much as was taken up in the an 
works of neceſſity and mercy : then her th 
ſhe prayed with them, and among prepar 
other things begged, that the Lord | © blell, 
would ive grace and wiſdom to 12 
them, little Children,) that they >*fore. 
might know how to ſerve him. brſtfar 
At another time a near relation Jaiced 
of her's., being in ſome ſtraights, | put 70 
wade ſome complaint, to whom ſhe [,25 f 
aid, „ bave heard Mr. Garter ſay, her fri 
A man may go to heaven without a ed; bu 
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N 10. She had an extraordinary wo 1 2 * \ 


to the people of God; and when 
ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought feared 
the Lord, her heart would even leap 
for joy. 

11. When ſhe was batween eleven 
and twelve years old, ſhe ſickened 
of the plague, in which ſhe behaved 


with admirable. patience and ſweets. 


neſs, and did what ſhe could with 


ſcripture- argurnents to ſupport and, 
encourage her relations to part with 


her that was going to glory, and to 


prepare themſelves to meet her in. 


a bleſſed eternity. 
12, She was nat many days lick 
before ſhe. was marked, which ſhe 


fit ſt ſaw herſelf, and was greatly re- 


Joiced to think that ſhe was marked 
out for the-Lord, and was now. gas 
ing apaee to 'Chrilt, She called to. 
her friends and ſaid, „I am mark. 
ed; but be not troubled, for I know 
1 am arked fo; one, of the Lord's, 


own,“ 
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= Knew that? She anſwered, « The 
EF Lord hath told me, that Lam one 


of his dear children.“ And this ſhe 
ſpoke with a holy confidence in the 
Lord's love, and was not in the leaſt 


daunted at her death; but ſeemed 


greatly delighted in the apprehen- 
non of her nearneſs to her Father's 


"houſe. And it was not Jong before 
ſhe was filled with joy unſpeakable 
in- believing, | 
13. When ſhe lay a dying, her 
mother came to her, and told her, 
ſhe was ſorry ſhe had reproved and 
corre cted fo good a child ſo oft.. O 
mother, {aid ſhe, ſpeak not thus: I 
bpleſs God, now 1 am dying, for 
| your reproofs and corrections too: 
” for, it may be, I might have gone 
to hell, if it had not been for your 
; reproofs and correCtions.” 


14. Some of her neighbours com- 
to viſit her, aſked her if ſhe. 


; ela leave them ? She anſwered, 


« If | 
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6 vl” One aſked "0 how he 


£ If you ſerve the Lord, youth 
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To after me to glory,” 
. A little before ſhe died, L.. 4 
had a great conflict with Satan, and ; 
cried out, © I am none of his.“ Her 
mother ſeeing her troubled, aſked: 
her what was the matter? She ane 
{wered, Satan did trouble me, but 
now, I thank God, all is well. I 
know I am none of his, but Chriſt's, 

16. After this, ſhe had a great 
ſenſe of God's love, and a glorious 
ſight, as if he had ſeen the very 
heavens open, and the angels come 
to receive her; by which her heart 
was filled with joy, and her tongues 
with praile, 

17. Being deſired by the ſtanders- 
by to give them a particular account 
of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe anſwered, 
you ſhall know hereafter :”* and 
ſo in an extaſy of joy and holy - aye 
triumph ſhe went to God, when 
ſhe was about twelve years old. 11 Fl, 5 
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f „ Qnre aſked Her, how ſhe 
de that? She anſwered, © The 
EF Lord hath told me, that Iamone |. 
of his dear children,” And this ſhe hac 
ſpoke with a holy confidence in the cri. 


Lord's love, and was not in the leaſt | mo 
daunted at her death; but ſeemed her 
greatly delighted in the apprehen- {ww 
lion of her nearneſs to her Father's 1 no\ 

| houſe, And it was not long before kne 
bÞ ſhe was filled with joy unſpeakable 1 
in believing, ER, ſen} 
13. When ſhe lay a dying, her ſigb 
mother came to her, and toid her, hea 
ſhe was ſorry ſhe had reproved and tor 
 corre&ed ſo good a child ſo oft.. O Was 
mother, {aid ſhe, ſpeak not thus: I wit 
\ bleſs God, now I am dying, for 1 
your reproofs and corrections too: by t 
for, it may be, I might have gone of 1 
to hell, if it had not been for your "66. 
: reproofs and cotrections.“ ſo 11 
4. Some of her neighbours com- J triu 


ing to viſit her, aſked her if ſhe . ] ihe 
could leave them? She anſwered, 
cou 4 N « If 


If you ſerve the Lord, you. | at 1 q 
come after me to glory“, =—_— 
\ 15. A little before ſhe died: the? WW 
had a great conflict with Satan, and 
+ cried out,“ I am none of his.“ Her | 
mother ſeeing her troubled, aſked | 
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her what was the matter ? She an- 

{wered, Satan did trouble me, but 1 * 
now, I thank God, all is well. I 
know I am none of his, but Chriſt's, 

16. After this, ſhe had a great 
ſenſe of God's love, and a glorious 
fight, as if fhe had ſeen the very 
heavens open, and the angels come 
to receive her; by which her heart 
was filled with joy, and her tongue 
with praiſe, 

17. Being deſired by the Randers« :: 
by to give them a particular account 
of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe anſwered, 4 1 i | 
you ſhall know bereafter:“ and Þ 
ſo in an extaſy of joy and holy 
triumph ſhe went to God, when mu 
ſhe was about twelve years "old; * 1 8 
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E but he betook himſelf to prayer. 

= 2. He was prone to. learn the 
things of Ged. 

23. He would be often teaching 

them their duty that waited upon 


. He learned by heart many 
— things before he was fit to go 
to ſchool: and when he was at 
ſchool: ſo religious were his words, 
his aftion#ſo upright, hiadaveaicns 


[that many were ready to ſay, as they 
| | 4 of John, What manner of child 
| this be 
21 He would be much in reading 
Je holy ſcriptures. 
*67 He was deſirous of more ſpi- 


228 Aſking: 7 ſerious queſtions, 
4p 5 7 2K 


Hanrts BRIůDOUDGCEMAN had 
no ſooner learned to ſpeak, 


lo hearty, his fear of God ſo great, 


ritual knowledge, and would. be. 


merciful to us ; this bit of bread "Md 0 
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7. He would not nirour teres 
before he had poured out bis _— 
to the Lord, 

8. When he ate any think kg I 
would be ſure to lift up his heart 
ke the Lord for a bleſſing upon 

; and when he had moderately” 
refreſhed himſelf by eating, ne. 
would not forget to acknowledge 
God's goodneſs in feeding him, 

. He would not lie down in his 
bed till he had been upon his kneesy' 
and when ſometimes he had forgot- 
ten his duty, he would quickly get 
out of his bed, and kneeling down 
upon his bare knees, aſk *God for- 
giveneſs for that ſin. r 

10. He would rebuke his brethren, © mail 
if at any time they were haſty 46 ll mn 
their meals, or eat without aſking © mn 
a bleſſing. His check was uſuaHy®! . 
this, Dare you do this? Cock be 1 
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1. His ſentences were wiſe and 
Veighty, and might well become an 
| | ancient Chriſtian, 
12. His fickneſs was lingering ; 
in which one told him of poſſe ſſions 
chat muſt fall to his portion; and 
What are they? ſaid he: I had ra- 
ther have the kingdom of heaven than 
a thouſand fuch inheritances. 
|. 193. When he was lick, he ſeemed 
much taken up with heaven, aſking 
very ſerious — about the 
nature of his ſoul. 
14. After he was pretty well ſa- 
tisfied about that, he enquired how 
his foul might be ſaved ? The an- 
ſwer being made * by the applying 
of Chriſt's merits by taith;“ he was 
WW pleaſed with the anſwer, and was 
= ready to give ary one that ſhould 
Wdefire it, an account of: his hope. 
1.3. Being alked whether he had 
rather live or die? He anſwered, 


1 : 
= 26, His 


eſtre to die, that I may 9 to my 


( *q ) 


ed him, Whether he would rather 
{till endure thoſe pains or forſake 
Chriſt? * Alas, faid he, I know 
not what to ſay, being but a child? 


"theſe pains may ſtagger a ſtrong man, 


but Iwill endure them the beſt that 
can.“ Upon this he called to mind 
that martyr, Thomas Bilney ; who 
being in priſon the night before his 
burning, put his finger into the can- 
dle, to know how he could endure 
the fire, O! ſaid the child, had 1 
lived then, I would have run through 
the fire to have gone to Chriſt,” 
17. Three days before his death 
he told them not only that he muſt 
die, but the day: no ſooner was that 


day come, but he fell into a trance, Mi 


his eyes were fixed, his face cheet- 


v. 


16. His pains increaſing, one afl& | 
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ful, his hands and arms claſped in a 


bow, as if he would have received 


ſome bleſſed angels that were at "il 


hand to receive his ſoul. 


When 
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4% came to himſelf, he told them 
Show he (aw the ſweeteſt body that / 
ever eyes beheld, who bid him be 
of good cheer, for he muſt preſently 
go with him. 

+48. The laſt words he ſpake, were 
"Kheſe : Pray, pray, pray, nay, yet 
Pray; and the more prayers the 
detter all Proſpers: God is the beſt 
Phyſfician; into thy hands I com- 
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* yecerve my foul. Now cloſe mine 


r, ſiſters, all the world. Now 
am well, my pain is almoſt gone, 


0 mercy on me, O Lord. receive my 
foul unto thee.” And thus he 


E — he Was about twelve years 
. . 


mend my ſpirit. O Lord Jeſus, 


eyes Forgive me father, mother, 
my joy is at hand. Lord have@| 


pielded up his ſpirit unto the Lord, 
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to the door of a friend of mine, in 

very lamentable caſe: ee God 
to raiſe in the heart o 

great piiy and tenderneſs towarl 

him; ſo that he took him out of the 

ſtreets, who had nothing at all-to 


but his miſery,, My friendieyeing 
the glory of God, diſcharged the 
pariſh of the child, and took him 
as hie own, yet there ſeemed to be ; 
little hopes of doing good upon him, A 


by his poverty, He was running 
to hell as foon as he could go, aud 1 | 
was old in vice when he was young: ⁵ 
in years; one ſhall fcarce hear af 4 
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friend 


eommend him to any one's charity 


for he was a very monſter of wick - 
edneſs, and a thouſand times more 
miſerable and vile by his ſin, than 


one 
1 
» + CAas 


4 


(wp) 


| one ſo like mg devil in his Infancy, put. 
as this poor child was, What fin chile 
was there (that his age was cavable witt 
of) that he did not commit? What ama 
| *by the corruption of bis nature, wee 


und the abominable example of little evil 
+ he was arrived to a nam 
ch of impiety. He would mor 

take God's name in vain 
Vain, curſe and ſwear, and do al- emp 
moſt all kinds of miſchief; and as was 
to any thing of God, was worle | 3. 
than a heathen. ane 
2. No ſooner had this good man | by k 
taken this creature into his houſe, | bitte 
but he prayed for him, and laboured | 4. 
with all his might to convince him brok 
of his miſerable condition by na- || ſtate 
ture, and to teach him ſomething | moa' 
” of God; the worth of his own ſoul, | ditio 
and that eternity of glory or miſery | the t 
that he was born to. And bleſled J neſt] 
1 be God, it was not long before the 
Lord was pleaſed to let him under- 

1 Rand, that it was himſelf which 
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put it into his heart to take in thijy 
-hild. The Lord ſoon ſtruck in 
with his inſtructions, ſo that an 
amazing change was feen. In a few 
weeks {pace he was convinced of the 
evil of his ways; no more calling of 
names, {wearing or curſing; no 
more taking of the Lord's name in 
vain, His company, his talk, his 
employment were changed, and he 


* 


was like another creature. | 
3. And this change was not only 
an external one, but he would get 
by himſelf, and weep and mourn 
| bitterly for his wicked life, 
4. He was ſtill more and more 
broken under a ſenſe of his undone 
ſtate by nature: oft in tears, and be- 


moaning his loſt and miſerable con- 
dition. When his maſter ſpoke of 
the things of God, he liſtened ear- 


neſtly, and took in, with much greę- 


dineſs and affection, what he was 

taught. Seldom was there any diſ- nl 

courſe about religion in his hearing, a 
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Sut he heard as if it were for his life.] III 
5, Thus he continued ſeeking after 
the knowledge of God, till the Tie 
fick neſs came into the houſe, with 
which he was ſmitten. At his firſt be. 
FHickening, the poor child was great- pla 
ly amazed and afraid; and thought thi 

his pains were great and the diſtem- I 
1 very tedious, yet the ſenſe of his J“ fel 
in, and the thoughtof the condition oth 
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his ſoul was ſtill in, made his trou- | va 
ble ten times greater. He was in] nat 
grievous agonies of ſpirit, and his | ang 


former fins ſtared him in his facs and 1. 
made him tremble. The poiſon of tro 
God's arrows did even drink up his get 
ſpirits; the ſenſe of fio and wrath was "1 
1 great, that he could not tell what fes 
to do. The weight of God's dif- fins 
pleaſure, and the thoughts of lying | cou 
under it to all eternity, did even 8 


break him to pieces, and he cried Þ he. 
4 E bitterly, What ſhould he do? Þ for 
Ee was a miſcrable ſinner, and he dea 
_ fcarcd that he ſhould go to hell! gre; 
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His fins had been ſo great and fo ma- 
mp, that there was no hope for him. 
He was not by far ſo much concerned 
for bislifearfor his ſoul, what would 
become of that for ever. Now the 
plague upon his body ſeemed no- 
thing to that which was in his ſoul, 
6. He not only cried out of him- 
* ſelf, for his ſwearing and lying, and 
other outwardly notorious ſins; but 
was in great horror for the fin of his 
nature, for the vileneſs of his heart, 
and original corruption. For this he 
was in ſo great anguiſh, that the 
trouble of his ſpirit made him for- 
get the pains of his body. 
7. He did very particularly con- 
fels and bewail his fins, and ſome 


*| fins ſo ſecret, that none in the world 
could charge him with, 

0 8. He would aſk others whether 
they thought there were any hopes 


for him, and would beg of hem co i 
deal plainly with him ; for he Was 17 
greatly afraid of being deceived.”* 
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9. Being informed how willing 


and ready the Lord Chriſt was to 


accept of poor ſinners, and being 
ee to venture hi mlelf upon 
Chriſt, for mercy and ſalvation, he 
ſaid, his weuld fain caſt himſelf 
upon Chriſt, but he could not but 
wonder Lew Chriſt ſhould die for 
fuch@File wretch as he was, and he 


found it one of the hardeſt things 


in the world to believe. 

10, But atlaſt it pleaſed the Lord 
"ad to give him ſome hope that their 

might be mercy for him, the chief 

of ünners; - and he was enabled to 
lay hold upon that, Come unto me 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt. Nor was it 
long before he was full of praiſe, 
and admiration of God; fo that (to 
Focak in the words of one that was 


4 an eye and ear-witneſs) the houſe 


Fat that day, for. all the ficknels in it, 
s like a little, lower heaven, ſo 


ritu 


N 
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» rTitually than ever, 


11. He now grew exceedingly 1 in 
knowledge, experience, patience, 
humility, and ſelf-abhorrency. He 
prayed before, but now the Lord 
poured out upon him the ſpirit of 
prayer in an extraordinary manned 2 
ſo that now he prayed more fre- 
quently, more earneſtly, more ſpi- 
O how eagerly 
would he beg to be waſhed in the 
blood of Tefus! And that the Ring 
of kings, end Lord of lords, who 
was over heaven and earth, would 
pardon and forgive him all his fins, 
and receive his ſoul into his king» 
dom. And what he ipoke, was 
with ſo much life and fervor of 
ſpirit, that it Glled the hearers with 
aſtoniſhment and joy, 


12, He had no {mall ſenſe of FS = 


uſe and excellency of Chriſt, and 


ſuch longing and breathings of his |; : 
{oul after him, that when mention 


had been made of Chriſt, he hai 
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[ v t of his b 
4 been ready to leap out o ed 


he thought be ſaw ea viſion of angels; 
Wl when he was out of bis trance, he 
Wl aſked his nurſe. why ſhe did not 
5 let him go ? Go whither, child! 
WH faid ſhe. Why along with thoſe 
brave gentlemen, ſaid he; but they 
told me they would come and fetch 
me awav upon Friday, 
doubled his words many times, 
upon Friday next, thole brave 
_ gentlemen will come for me. 

1" 14. He was very thankful to his 


_ great kindneſs, in taking him out 
E and he admired the goodneſs of 


| a ſftravger, to look upon ſuch a pi- 
tiful creature as he was. O m 
dear maſter (ſaid he) J hope to ſee 
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And he 


WW. maſter, and very ſenſible of his 
of the ſtreets, when he was begging; 


God, which pur it into the mind of 


you 1 
will ; 


be G 


upon 


and | 


been 
been 
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ther 
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39 
you in heaven, for I am ſure you 
will go thither. O bleſſed, bleſſed 
| be God, that made you to take pity 
upon me: for I might have died, 
| and have gone to the devil, and 
| been damned for ever, if it had not 
| been for you.” 3 

15. The Thurſday before he died, 
he aſked a friend of mine, what he 
thought of his condition, and whis 
ther his ſoul was going ? For he ſaid 
he could not ſtillbbut fear, leſt he 
ſhould deceive himſelf with falſe 
hopes. At which my friend ſpoke 
to him thus; If thou art but willing 
to accept of him, thou mayeſt have 
Chriſt and all that thou doſt want 
with him. Thou ſayeſt, thou feareſt 
that Chriſt will not accept of thee 2 
I fear thouſ art not heartily willin 
to accept of him, 


if thou art unfeignedly willing 
to have Chriſt, I tell thee, he is 
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The child an- 
ſwered, Indeed Jam. Why then, 


— 
3 


C4 


by = = - N I \ 99 hw -C «a = 7 3 0 
Til f * ws = =_ = "I . \ _ 4 * 5 Ld pu 2 1 *% bay 1 „ Fa Vs if 1 * N 
n WL 1 1 4 2 7 
= L135, = Hoe ta Iy . * T L 4 0 
PEE Sn FT ITT | WF 93 2 7 Ae 
by 1 Su 26 £ fo” i ., 6 


. k 
ave "un 
* ” * 
. 418; 
* 
1 | | 
Ct 


| 


12 


T8 ) 


have thee, and waſh thee, and ſave 


- 

C — 

* Pay _ —— % 
— 


offers himſelf freely to thee again; 
therefore receive him humbly by 
faith into thy heart, and bid him 
welcome, for he deſerveth it.“ 
Upon which words, the Lord diſ- 
covered his love to the child; and 
he gave a kind of a leap in his bed, 
and ſnapt his fingers and thumb to⸗ 

ether with abundance of joy. And 
* In that time forward, in full joy, 
and aſſurance of God' s love, he 
W continued earneſtly praiſing God, 
WE defiring to die and be with Chriſt. 
And on Friday morning he ſweetly 
Went to reſt, uſing that expreſſion, 
Into thy hands. Lord, I commit my 
b ſpirit ; being not much above nine 


Za old, 
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EXAMPLE VI. 
Ton SUprlow was born of re- 


ligious parents, in the county 
of 


F 


thee, And now at this time Chriſt 
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a. AR, 
of Middleſex, whoſe great care was 
to inſtil ſpiritual principles into him 
as ſoon as he was capable of under- 
ſtanding them: whole endeavours 
the Lord was pleaſed to crown with 
the defired ſucceſs. 

2. When he was ſcarce able to 
ſpeak plain, he ſeemed to have a 
very great awe and reverence of 
God upon his ſpirit, and a ſtrange 
ſenſe of the things of another world, 

3. The firſt thing that much affedt- 
ed him, and made him endeavour to 
eſcape fiom the wrath to come, and | 
to enquire what he ſhould do to be 
ſaved, was the death of a little bro- 
ther. When he ſaw him without 
breath, and not able to ſpeak or 
{tir ; and when carried out of doors, 
and put into the ground, he was 
greatly concerned, and aſked,**W he» 1 | 
ther he ſhould die ioo?“ Bein 6 
anſwered, Les, it made ſuch à 
deep impreſſion upon him, that! 
from that time forward, he was ex fl { 
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tt 
4 ceeding ſerious; ind this was when 
Wt he was about four years old, 


4. He was now defirous to know obſer 
what he might do that he might live 8. 
in another world, and what avoid, Was e 
that he might not die for ever. And his e 
being inſtructed by his parents, he muct 

& ſoon laboured to avoid whatſoever This 


might diſpleaſe God. Now the f ſhort 
apprehenſions of God, and death, 
and eternity, laid ſuch a reſtraint 
upon him, that he would nay for a 
world have told a lie, 

5. He was much taken with the 
reading of the book of Martyrs, and 
gy would willingly leave his dinner to 
go to his book. 

6. He went to his father and mo- 
cher with great tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion, and begged of them to take 
more care of the ſouls of his brethren 
and ſiſters, and to take heed leſt 
bey ſhould go to hell and be ruined 


al for ever, | 
bl! 7. The 


4 


7. The providences of God were 
not. paſſed by without conſiderable 
obſervations by him. 

8. In the time of the plague he 
was exceedingly concerned about 
his everlaſting ſtate, and was very 
much by himlelf upon his knees i 
This prayer was found written in 
ſhort-hand after his death. "8 


Lord Gob and mercaful Father, 
take pity upon me, a mie able ſin- 
ner ; and ftr:mmgihen me. O Lord, in thy Wy 
faith, and make me one of thy glorious © nl 
aint, in heaven. O Lord, keep me 
| from this porjonous infection: however, 
not my will, but thy wiil be done. O 
Lard.if thou haſt appointed me to die by 
it, fit me for death, aud give me a good 
heart to bear up under my afflictions. 
Lord God, and merciful Father, take 
pity on me, thy child ; teach me, O Lord, 
thy word ; make me ſtrong in faith. 
© O Lord, I have jinned againſt thee : 
Lord, pardgn my fins, 4 had been tn, 


| 44 

hell long ago. if it had not been for thy 
mercy. But, O Lord, if thou haſt ap- 
pointed me to die, fit me for death, that | 
1 may die with comfort. And, C Lord, ſho! 
1 pray thee to MP, me bear up under aga! 


all my afflictions, for Chriſt his ſake. the 
Amen, but 


„He was not a little concerned 


for the whole nation, and begged 15 
that God would pardon. the fins of . 
this land, and bring it nearer to * 
himſelf. ſor 
. 10. About the beginning of No-, . 
vember, 1663, this child was {mote "35 
with the diſtemper, but he behaved 7 
with admirable: patience under the ks 
Hand of God. | as: 
By 18, Theſe were ſome of his laſt exe | 7, 


reſſions:— The Lord ſhall be my a 
phyſician ; for he will cure both 


foul and body—Heaven is the beſt | ch 
hoſpital— It is the Lord, let him do ca 

= what feemeth good in his eyes. Again, Hi 
nt 4 is the Lord that taketh away my ſe 


health; 


( 45 ) 

health; but I will fay as Job did, 

Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. If [ 
ſhould live longer, I ſhould but fin 
againſt God, Looking upon his fa- 
ther, he laid, if the Lord will 
but lend me the leaſt finger of his 
hand, to lead me through the dark 
entry of death, I will rejoice in 
him. 

2, When a miniſter came to 
him, among other things, he ſpake 
ſomewhat of life. He laid, this is a 
wicked world; it is better to live 
in e 


. An bour and a hatf before | , 


his death the ſame miniſter came 


again to viſit him, and aſked him, 


John art thou not afraid to die? He 
anſwered, No, if the Lord will but 
comfort me in that hour, But, ſaid 
the miniſter, how canſt thou expett 
comfort, ſeeing we deſerve none? 
He anſwered, No, if I had my de- 
ſerts; I had been in hell Jong 
ago. But, replied the min ole 
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W afHa the ſhould go to hell? She 
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( 46 


which way doſt thou expect com- 


fort and ſalvation, ſeeing thou art a 
finner? He anſwered, in Chriſt 


alone.—--In whom, about an hour | 


and a half after, he fell aſleep. 


. * 


EXAMPLE VII. 


ABITHA ALDER was the 

L daughter of a Miniſter in 

Kent, who lived near Graveſend. 
She was inſtruRed in the holy ſcrip- 
r by her father and mother, but 


there appeared nothing extiaordi- | 


nary in her, till ſhe was between 
| even and eight years old, 


2. About which time, when ſhe. 
Was fick, one aſked her, what ſhe 


thought would become of her, if ſhe 


ſhould die? She anſwered, That | 


ſhe was greatly afraid ſhe could go 
to 1 


Being aſked, Why ſhe was 


anſwered 


. 
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CORY 
anſwered, becauſe ſhe did not love 
God. 

4. Again, being aſked how ſhe 
| knew that ſhe did : not love God?P 
She replied, „What have I done 
tor God ever fince I was born? 
And beſide this, I have been taught, 
that he that loves God, keeps his 
commandments; but l have kept 
none of them at all.” | 

5. Being further demanded, if 
ſhe would not fain love God? She 
anſwered, Yes, with all her heart 
if ſhe could, but ſhe found it a hard 
thing to 95 one ſhe did not ſee. 

6. Che was adviſed to beg of God 
a heart to love him: ſhe anſwered 
ſhe was afraid it was too late. 

7. Upon this, ſeeing her in fu 
4 eee condition, a 10904 iN} 
her's ſpent che next day in fattdg 
and prayer for her. Wig 

8. After this, that friend aſked 
her, how ſhe did now! ? She an- 


latte, 


( 48 ) 
ſwered, with a great deal of Joy, 
That now ſhe bleſſed the Lord, ſhe Þ JP" 
loved the Lord Jeſus dearly ; ſhe lon 
felt ſhe did love him; O, laid ſhe 
I love him dearly, 

9. Why, faid her friend, did | * ' 
you not ſay yeſterday, you did not 
love the Lord, and that you could. the 
not? „ Sure (ſaid ſhe) it was Satan 4 bo; 


hindered, But now I love him: O lect 

bleſſed be God for the Lord Jeſus ; 
Chriſt,” fixe 

10. After this ſhe had a diſco- | Y' 

very of her approaching diſſolution, = hs 

which was no {mall comfort to her: , 

4% Anon (ſaid ſhe with a holy tri- | at 

umph) I ſhall be with Jeſus, I am upo 
married to him, he is my huſband, I * 

am his bride ; I have given wylelt | the 
him, and he hath given himſelf | Len 
ee, and I ſhall live with him for | 58 
ever.“ | | ar 

11. This language made the hear- | Jen 

ers ſtand aſtoniſhed : ſhe continued plor 


_ Ina kind of extaſy of joy, admir- 
ing 
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r | 
ing the excellency of Chriſt, re- 
joicing in her intereſt in him, and 
longing to be with him. 

12. After awhile, ſome of her 
friends ſtanding by her, obſerved 
a more than ordinary earneſtneſs 
and fxedneſs in her countenance 
they laid one to another, Look 
how earneitly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe 
ſeeth ſomething, 
+29. One aſked, what it was ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon ſo eagerly? I 
Warrant, ſaith one, ſhe ſeeth death 
a coming, 

14, No, ſaid ſhe, it is the glory 
that I ſee, it is that I fix my eye 
upon. 

15. One aſked her, What was 
the glory like? She -nlwered: «1.3 
| cannot ſpeak what, but I am go- il 
ing to it; will you go with me? 
I am going to glory: O that aW"Y 
you were to go with me to thi 1 
1 slory;“ With which words het. 
& Oo D foul A 
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| ( 50 * 
if foul took wing, and went to the 
poſſeſſion of that glory. She died 


nine years old. 


—_— 


EXAMPLE VIII. 


1. Usanxnan Bicks was born at 
Leyden in Holland, Jan. 24, 
1650, of religious parents, whoie 
great care was to inſtruct their 
child, and to preſent her to the 
ien of the place to be pub- 
licly inſtructed. 

2. It pleaſed God to bleſs this 
to. her ſoul, ſo that ſhe had ſoon 
| a true reliſh of what ſhe was taught, 
5 and made an admirable uſe of it in 
time of need. 

3. She was a child of great du- 
4 filneſs to her parents, and of a 
very ſweet, humble nature; and 
not only che truth, but the power 


and eminency of religion did ſhine 
| 4. In 


in her. 


when ſhe wWas between eight and 


3 

43. In the month of Auguſt, 1664, 
when the peſtilence raged in Hol- 
land, as ſhe felt herſelf very ill, ſhe 
broke forth into theſe words; If 
thy law were not my delight, I ſhould 
periſh in my affliction. 

5. Her father coming to her, ſaid, 
Be of good comfort, my child, 
for the Lord will be near to thee 
and us: he will not forfſake us, 
though he chaſten us.“ Yea, oi 
father, ſaid ſhe, our heavenly | 
Father doth chaſten us for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of 
his holineſs ; no chaſtiſement ſeem- 
eth for the preſent to be joyous, but 
grievous, but afterwards it yieldeth: i 
the peaceable fruits of righteoulnela 
to them which are exerciſed 
thereby.“ | 

6. Alter this, with her eyes lift 
up to heaven, ſhe ſaid, Be merciful nal 
to me O Father, be mercifu to me & 
finner, according to thy word, a 


D 2 


| (89: ) 

17. She was a great hater of fin, 

aud did with much grief and ſelf- 

1 abhorrence reflect upon it; but that 
which lay moit upan her heart, 
was the corruption of her nature, 
Oft would ſhe cry out in the words 
of the Plalmiſt, Behold, I was hape n 
in iniguity, and in ſin did my mother 

concewve me, She could never lay 

ere! flow enough under a ſenſe 
of that fin which "the brought with 
| ker into the world, 

8. That ſcripture was much in 
her mouth, The ſacrifices of God are 
a contrite heart ; a broken and con- 
Reis peril, O God, thou wilt not 
| def 74 „O for that brokenneſs 
[et heart, ſaid ſhe. which flows from 
F. faith, A for that faith which is 


Per and alone 3 far in 
„9. Then ſhe diſcourled of the 
” yature ol faith, and deſired that 
che eleventh of the Hebrews Dowd 
© 


built upon Chriſt, who is the pro- 
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( 53 ) N 
be read unto her: at the reading 
of which ſhe cried out, O what 9 
a ſtedfaſt faith was Abraham's, MW 
which made him willig 10 offer 1] 
up his own and only ſon: Zarth is in | 
indeed the ſubſtance of things hoped | - 
or, the 1 10 of things not een.” I! 
10. Her father and mother hears Ml 1 
ing her, burſt out into tears ; upon 
which ſhe pleadeth with them to be 1 
patient under the hand of God. 
+ O, ſaid ſhe, why do you weep 


over me, ſeeing you have no reaſon? i : 


me, it ſhall be well with me to all 9 : 
eternity ? You ought to be well Wn 
ſatisfied, ſeeing it is laid, God xs in} U 
heaven, and doth whatſoever pleaſeth | | 
him. And do you not pray every al 
day, that the will of God may wy jd N 
done upon earth as it is done in 
heaven? Now, father, this is God's 
will, that I ſhould lie upon this 
lick bed, and of this diſeaſe; all 
D 3 


("34 7] 


we not be content when our pray- wh 
ers are an{wered? I will, as lon pre 
as 1 live, Pray, that God's will be 1 th 
done not mine,” cx 
1 11, „ Doth not, ſaid ſhe, the yo 
peſtilence come from God? Why 0; 
elſe doth the ſcripture ſay, Sha! ca 
they be evil in the city which have . W 
Mot ſent? Does it come from the "mo 
air? And is not the Lord the crea- 01 
tor and ruler of the air? Or if they b! 

fay; it comes from the earth, hath 
not he the ſame power and in- 4. de 
= fluence upon that too? What talk tl 
hey of a ſhip that came from 1 4 

__ Africa ? Have ye not heard long 

5 [ *ago, I will bring a ſword upon you, t 
and avenge the quarrel of W cove⸗ C 
"nant, and when you are affem led 2 98 
\ 
ſ 
|] 
Lee reſt, ſhe ſaid, 55 Whcther in 
3 


Lac th or life a believer is Chriſt's, 
Wy = who 


who hath redevmed us by his o * 
precious blood from the power of 
the devil: then whether I live or 1 | 
die, 1 am the Lord's. O why do 
you afflict yourſelves thus! But 
what ſhall 1 ſay ? With weeping 1 
came into the world, an with 11288 
weeping I muſt go out again, O al 
my dear parents, better is the day 
of my death than the day of my 
birth.“ 
13. She men deſired her facher 
to pray with her, and to requeſt, off 
the Lord, that ſhe might have a | 
quiet pallage into another world. 
14. Her father perceiving a 
to grow very weak, ſaid, “1 per- 
ceive, child, thou art very weak, 
6 It is true, Kir. ſaid ſhe, 1 feel my 
weak neſs increaſed, and I ſee your q 
ſorrow increaſing too, which jg a 
piece of my affliction, Be content 
I pray you, it is the Lord which 
doth it; and let you and I 3 Wi ab | 
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| hands, for his Mercies are great.“ 
15. She laid a great charge upon 
Her parents not io grieve for her 
after her death, urging that of 
David ; while the child was fick, 
he falted and wept: but when he 
died, he waſhed his face, and ſat 
Up and eat and ſaid, Can 1 bring 
him back from death ! 1 fhall go to 
him, but he ſhall not return to me. 
106. Being very feeble, ſhe ſaid, 
O that 1 might quietly ſleep in 
1 0 the boſom of Jeſus! and that till 
* hen he would ſtrengthen me! 0 
chat he would take me in his arms, 
as he did thoſe li. He ones, Where 
$4 ſaid, Suffer litt! E chilirog to co: 18 
Panto me, for of ſuch is the kingdom 
17 heaven; and he took them in his 
arms, and laid his hands on them, 


child: O Lord, I am thy child 
eie me into thy gracious arms. 


3 | O Lord, 


PFBzvid, Let us fall into the Lord“ 


and ble ſſed them. I lie here as a 


( 87 ) 
O Lord, grace! grace! and 
juſtice! For if thou ſhouldeſt ent 
into judgment with me, I cans 
ſtand; yea, none living mould be 
Juſt in thy ſight.“ . 

17. Then ſhe faid, 40 what is 
the life of man! The days of man 
upon the earth are as graſs, and as the 
flower of the ficid. fo he ou riſpethis 
the wind paſeth over it, and it 1s 
gone, and as place knows hum no 
More. 

18. She added. my life ſhall not 
continue long, I feel much weak- 
neſs: O Lord, Iþpok upon we 
gracioufly, have yity upon my 
weak, diſtrelled heart. I am ops 
prefled, undertake for me, that 1 
may ftand tall and overcome, 2 0 

19. She was very frequent in 
ſpiritual ejaculations, and it was 
no {mall comfort to her, that the 

Lord Chriſt did pray for her, apd | 
promiſe to ſend his Spirit to cee 


> 
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( 38 ) 
& It is ſaid, ſaid ſhe, 


#3 7 her. 
i 4 | will pray the Father, and he fn all 


give you another Comforter. O let 
him not leave me! O Lord, con- 
tinue with me till my dattle and 
work is finiſhed!“ 

20. Soon after, ſhe ſaid, „None 
but Chriſt! Without thee I can do 
nothing | Chriſt is the true vine: 


O let me be a branch of that vine! 


What poor worms are we! O dear 
father, how lame and halting do 
. go on in the ways of God and 

Ivation ? We know but in part, 


| I! „ but when that which is perfect is 
Wy 8 come, then that which is imperfect 


ſhall be done away. O that I had 
"attained to that now! But what 


are we ourſelves? Not only weak 


neſs and nothingneſs, but wicked- 


neſs; for all the thoughts and 


imaginations of man's heart are 
only evil, and that continually ; 


* © are by nature children of wrath, 
OO - wy? 


and! 


( 59 ) 


in unrighteouſneſs. O! this wretch# 
ed and vile thing, fin ! But thanks 


be to God who hath redeemed me 


from it. O Lord, take me to thy- 
ſelf, Behold, dear mother, he hath 
Prepared a place for me,” 

21, © Yea, my dear ehild, ſaid 
her mother, he ſhall ſtrengthen 
you with kis Holy Spirit, until he 
hath fitted and prepared you fully 
for that place which he hath pre- 
. pared for you,” | 

22, „Vea, mother, replied ſhe, 


<4 & & 


it is ſaid in the 84th Plalm, How 
lovely are thy Tabernacles, C Lord of 


hoſts, my ſoul doth thirſt, and long 


| for the courts of the Lord : one day : 


in thy, courts is letter than a thous 


Saf ag 3 yea, 2 had rather be @ door - 1 
keeper in the houſe of my God, tax "i 
dwell in the tents of the wicked 


Read that Pſalm dear 
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another, As for me, I am more 


and” more ſpent, and an near my 
laſt hour.“ 


23. Then ſhe quoted Job's 752 
Words, 1 hkmow tnat my Redeemer nan 
vet h nid that he (hat! ſtand at the | - 
latter aay upon the carth Fg and muſt 
thong. be r ny. Mn. Worms aeftr roy p:ay 
this body. yer NN my "te: 72 . all I fee to m 
Cod. 6 A 

24. Then ſhe faid, „ Marvel not | (0.15 
at this, for the hour is coming in | ſwer 


which all that are in fñeir graves || we | 
fall hear his voice, and COME forth 120 
Mi if * thofe that have done good, unto the 26 
reſurredtion of life. See, father, Ito t 
ſhall rife in that day, and then . and 
all behold my Redeemer: the 
ſhall he ſav Come. ye bleffed of my | call 
Father, inherit the 3 prepared af 
for you from the beginning of the fine 
. yes Bekold, now T live, yet nd , whe 
Chriſt liveth in me, and the life a ec 
22 1 now hve in the fleſh, is by ay ts 
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Halt, of the Son of God, who loved me, 


and gave himſelf for me. 1 "am 
ſaved, and that not of myſelf, it is the 


gift of God ; not of works, left any 


man ſhould boaſt. 
| 25• My dear parents, now we 
muſt part; my ſpeech faileth me: 
ptay to the Lord for a quiet cloſe 
to my combat, Her parents replied, 
« Al dear child! how ſad is that 
to-us, that we mult part ?” She an- 
ſwered, I go to heaven and there 
we {hall find one another again: 
I go to Jeſus Chriſt.“ 

26. Then ſhe comforted herſelf 
to think of her precious brother 
and ſiſter. 1 go to my broth 


Jacob, who did ſo much cry an 


call upon God to the laſt moment 


of his breath: and to my little 
ſiſter, who was but three years old,; 
when ſhe died; Who when we 


aſked her, wh ther he would die? 4 1 


anl eres, yes, if it be the Lows 
will. 


3 | 
WE will I will go to my little brother, 
it it be the Lord's will, or I will 
ſtay with my mother, if it be the 
Lord's will. But I know that I 
ſhall die and go to heaven.“ 

27. After this, her ſpirit was 
= 4 ; refreſhed with the ſenſe of the 
—_ pardon of her fins, which made 
her to cry out, Behold, God hath 
waſhed away my tins, O how do 1. 
long to die. The Lord is my ſhep- 
herd: although I pals through the 
Sor of the ſhadow of death, [ 
will not fear, for thou art with 
me: ſhall I not ſuffer, ſeeing my 
e Redeemer was pleaſe ed to 
Auffer ſo much for me ? O how was 
be mocked and crowned with 
Sg - thorns, 
= crown of righteouſneſs for us! 
Muſt I not exalt and bleſs him 
while I have a being, who hath 
bought me, even with his blood ? 
e the Lamb of God, that 


taketh 
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taketh away the ſins of the work > 
That Lamb is Jeſus Chriſt, WW 
. hath ſatisfied for my fins,” —_— 
28, My end is now very near, {| 
now I ſhall put on the white rai» } 
ment, and be clothed before the 
Lamb, that ſpotleſs Lamb, and with 
his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, Now are |} 
the angels making ready to carry | ll 
my ſoul before the throne of God. 

«+ Theſe are they who are come out 
of great tribulation, who have 
waſhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
She ſpoke this with a dying vg! ce 

but full of ſpirit and of the power 
of ph. | 

Her lively aſſurance ſhe far- 
| lies nere i in the words of the 
apoſtle. Ve know that if this earthly » 
houſe of our tabernack be difſolved, 
we have a building of God, which 4s MA 
eternal in the 3 ns 7 for in hl AY 1 


" 2 © N 3 = = 1 IJ. ld * 
de > ab AS NEST SEN 


WM (£4 ) 
| for our houſe, which ig in heaven, 
at we may be clothed therewith, 


30. There, father, you ſee that NE 
my body is this tabernacle, which 
= now ſhall be broken down; my 
ſoul ſhall now part from it, and ; 


mall be taken up in paradiſe, into 
that heavenly Jeruſalem, There Loa 
ſhall I awell and go no more ont, 
but fit and ſing, holy, holy, is the c 
Lord God of hoſts, the Lord of | © { 
1 Her laſt words were ee 
heſe, O Lord God, into thy arte 
hands I commit my ſpirit : O Lord 
be gracious, be merciful to me a | * 
poor ſinner.“ Pay 
©#q1. She died the firſt of Sep. [. 2. 
tember, 1664, betwixt ſeven and I PTA 
eight in the evening; in the four» 
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'feenth year of her age, the g 
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EXAMPLE IX. 


5 Acos Biexs, the brother of 
Suſannah Bicks, was born in 
Levden, in the year 1657, He was 
vililed with ſickneſs, upon the ſixth 
of Auguſt, 1664, three or four 
weeks before his ſiſter. In his 
diitemper he was very ſleepy, till 
near his death ; but when he did 
awake, he was wont ſtill to fall a 
Praying. 
2, Once when his parents had 


prayed with him, hey aſked him, 


if they ſhould once more ſend for 
the 


will help me; I know he will take 
me to bimſelf, | 
g. When his parents had prayed 

With him, he ſaid, 6 Come now, 


E deer 


pbylician?. No, ſaid he, I will 
have the doctor no more; the Lord. 
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dear father and mother; and kiſs 
me, I know that I ſhall die: Fare- 
wel, dear father and mother; fare- 
wel, dear ſiſter; farewel all. Now 
mall Il go unto God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the holy angels. Father, 
know you not what is ſaid by 
Jeremiah? Bleſſed is he who truſteth 
in the Lord, Now I truſt in him, 
and he will bleſs me. And in 

1 John ii. it is ſaid, Little children, 
love not the world, for the world paſſeth 
away.” 

* "BR then all that is in the 
_ world: away wich all my pleaſant 
things in the world; away with 
my dagger, for where I go there is 
nothing to do with daggers and 
ſwords: Men ſha!l not fight there, 
but praiſe God. Away with all 
my books, there ſhall 1 learn true 
wiſdom without books.“ | 
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2 
father ſaid, 


„His 
child, the Lord will be near 5 
and uphold thee.” 

6. Vea, father (ſaid he) the 
apoſtle Peter ſaith, God reſiſteth the 
proud, but he giveth grace to the hums 


ble, I humble mylelf under the 
mighty hand of God, and he hall 
help me, and lift me u 
7. O, my dear child, (ſaid his 
father) haſt thou ſo ſtrong faith 7“ 
8. „ Yes, ſaid he, 


given me ſo ſtrong a faith in him- 


ſelf through Jeſus Chriſt, that the 


devil ſhall flee from me: for it is 
ſaid. He who believeth in the Son hath 


: everlaſting life, and he hath overcomg 


te wicked one, Now 1 believe in 
| Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer, and 
he will not leave nor forſake me, 
| but ſhall give unte me eternal life, 
and then I ſhall fivg, Hely, Roch, 
a is the Lord of 026baoth, Me 


F 2 9. Then 
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& My dear 


God hath 
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9. Then with that word, « Lord, 
be merciful unto me a poor ſinner,” 
he quietly breathed out his ſoul, 
being about ſeven years old, 


EX AMFPLE X. 


1. JOHN HARVEY was born in 

London, in the year 1654; 
his father was a Dutch merchant : 
he was piouſly educated under his 
mother, and ſoon began to hear di- 
vine things with delight, 

2. The firſt thing obſervable in 
him, was, that when he was two 
years and eight months old he 
could ſpeak as well as other chil- 
dren do uſually at five years old. 

3. His parents judging, that he 
was then too young to ſend to 
ſchool, let him have his liberty to 
play about their yard, but Heng 
| O 


2 ke 4 YT 


©. 0 
of playing, he found out a Tchoot: 
of his own accord near home, and 
went to the {chool-miſtreſs, and 
intreated her to teach him to read, 
and ſo he went for ſome time to 

»ſchool without the knowledge of 
his parents, and made a very ſtrange , 
progreſs in his learning, and was 
able to read diſtinQly, before moſt 
Children know their letters. 

4. He was wont to aſk many 
ſerious and weighty queſtions about 
matters which concerned his ſoul 
and eternity, 

5. His mother being greatly 
troubled upon the death of one 
of his uncles, this child came to 
his mother, and ſaid, © Mother, 
though my uncle be dead, doth 
not the ſcripture ſay he maſt riſe 

again? Yes, and | muſt die, and 
ſo muſt every body, and it will 
not be long before Chiaſt will come 


E 3 | to 


(90-3 
to judge the world, and then we 
mall ſee one another again; I pray 


mother, do not weep ſo much.“ 
He was not then quiet five years 


old: by which her forrow for her 
brother was turned into admiration, 
and ſhe was made to fi: filent and 
quiet under that trying providence, 

6. After this his parents removed 


to Aberdeen. and ſettled their child 


under a ſchool maſter there, whole 
cuſtom was upon the Lord's-day 


in the morning. to examine his 


Icholars, concerning the ſermons 


they had heard the former Lord's- 


day, and to add ſome other quel- 


tions, which might try the under- 
ſtanding and knowledge of his 


that Was! 


fcholars. The 


ueſtion 


once propoſed to his form was, 
Whether God had a mother? None 
of the ſcholars could anſwer eit, till 
At cams to Ihn Harvey, who being 

f aſked, 
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aſked, Whether God had a mother? 


hy 
Anſwered, No; as he was God, he 
could not have a mother ; but as 
he was man he had, This was 
before he was fix years old, 

7. One day, ſeeing one of his 
near relations come into his father's 
houſe diſtempered with drink, he 
went to him, and wept over him, 
and beſought him that he would 


Not {o offend God, and hazard his 


ſoul 


8. He was a conſcientious obſer- 
ver of the Lord's-day, ſpending all 
the time either in ſecret prayer, 


reading the ſcriptures, and good 


books; learning his catechiſm, or 
hearing the word of God. And he 
was not only careful in the per- 
formance of theſe duties himſelf, 
but was ready to put all that he 
knew upon a ſtrict obſery ation of q 


the Lord day. 
9. He | 


was grieved ; 


him warm ?” 


=" PSI 

9. He was very humble and 
modeſt, and hated any thing more 
than ecefſarics either in clothes or 
diet, 

10. When he perceived either 
his brother or fiſter pleaſed with 
their new clothes, he would re- 

rove their folly, and when his 


reproof ſignified little, he would 


bewail their vanity. 
11. Once he had a new ſuit 
brought from the taylor's, which, 
when he looked on, he found Dae 
ribbons at the knees, at which he 
aſking his mother, 
& Whether thole things would keep 
No, child, ſaid his 
mother. Why then ſaid be, do 
you ſuffer them to be put here? 
You are miſtaken if you think ſuch 
things pleaſe me: and, I doubt, 
tome that are beiter than ys, may 
Want 


r 8 
want the mony, that this coſt you 
to buy them' bread. FY 

12. At leiſure times he was talk» 
ing to his {chool-fellows about the 
things of God, and the neceſlity of 
a holy life. That text he much 
ſpoke on to them, The axe is laid to 
the root of the tree, 0 0 every tree that 
bringeth not forth good frutt, is hewn 
down and caſt into the fire. 

13. After this his parents removed 
not far from Londor, where he 
continued til] the year fixty-hve. 
He was then ſent to the Latin 
ſchool, where he ſoon made a very 
conſiderable progreſs, and was 1 
greatly beloved of his maſter, The "BY 
ſchool was his beloved place, and 
learning his recreation. | 

14, He had a word to ſay to 
every one that he conveiled with, 
to put them in mind of the worth Wa 
of Chriſt and their fouls; and their F | 

nearncis hal 


Y Warne to ofermity; inſomuch that 
4 good people took no {mall pleaſure 
in his company, 


15, He bewailed the miſerable. 


condition of the generality of man- 
kind, (when he was about ten years 
old) that they were utterly eſtranged 
from God, © Though they called 
him father, he ſaid, yet they were 
his children by creation, 180 not 
by any likeneſs they had to God, 
or any intereſt in him.“ 
16. Thus he continued king 
in the ways of God; in rcading, 
praying, hearing the word of God, 
and ſpiritual diſcourſe ; diſcovering 
thereby his ſerious thoughts of 
eternity; which ſeemed to {wal- 
low up all other thoughts ; and he 
lived in a conitant preparation for 
it, and looked more like one that 
was ripe for glory than an inhabi- 
tant of the lower world. | 
7, When 


17. When he was about eleven 
years and three quarters old, his 
mother's houſe was vilited with a 
plague ; his eldeſt ſiſter was the iu 
firſt that was viſited with this diſ- . 
temper, and when they were pray- | 
ing for her, he would ſob and weep 
bitterly, 

18. As ſoon as he perceived his 
fiſter was dead, he ſaid, © The will 
of the Lord be done: lefſed be the 
Lord Dear Mother, you muſt do 
as David did; after the child was 
dead he went and refreſhed him. 8 
felf, and quietly ſubmittad to the #Y 
will of God.“ N 9 - 

19. The reſt of the family held 
well for ſome days, which time he 
ſpent in preparing for death. Mean 
time he wrote ſeveral meditations, Fs 
upon ſeveral ſubjetts, particularly? 
upon the excellency of Chriſt. He 
was never well, but when he was, 
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1 more immediately engaged in the 
= * of God. 


At fourteen days end, be 

WAS e ſick, at which he ſeemed 

very cheerful: though his pains 

were great, 

21. His mother, looking upon 
his brother, (haked her head: 

which he aſked 1f his ah es 


were marked? She anſwered, “Vea 


child,” He aſked again, Whether 


he were marked? She anſwered. 


nothing. Well, ſays he, I know 
I ſhall be marked: I pray let me 
have Mr. Baxter's book, that I may 
read a little more of eternity 'be- 
fore I go into it.” His mother told 
him, he was not able to read, He 


W ſaid, . then pray by me and for 


39 


me. 

22. His mother aſked him, whe- 
ther he was willing to die and 
leave her? He anſwered, “Les, I 
am 


[7 ö _— 
am willing to leave you, and go to - 
my heavenly Father.” She an- 
ſwered, Child, if thou hadſt but 
an alfurance of God's love, I ſhould 
not be ſo much troubled,” He an- 
ſwered, I am aſſured that my fins 
are forgiven, and that I ſhall go to 
heaven: for, ſaid he, here ſtood an 
angel by me, that told me I ſhould 
quickly be in glory.” 

23, At this his mother burſt forth 
into tears, 0 mother, ſaid he, 
did you but know what joy I feel, 
you would not weep but rejoice, I 
tell you I am fo full of comfort, 

that I cannot tell you how I am: 
O mother, I ſhall preſently have 
my head in my Father's boſom, and 
ſhall be there where the four and 
twenty elders caſt down their crowns, 
and fing Hallelujah, glory, and praiſe, 
| to him that fits upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever “. | 
\ 24. Upon 
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24. Upon this hig 


ſpeech. began 
uk was Kin 
taken up with glory, and nothing 


now grieve him, but thegforrow 
that he ſaw his mother 0 be in for 
his death: a littlafe divert her, he 
aſked, ** What ſhe Had for ſupper py 
Bu: preſen: ly in a kind of rapture, 

he cried out, © what A [weet ſup- 

per have I making ready for me m 
glory.” 

15. But ſecing \ all this did but 
increaſe his mother's grief, he aired 
her, What ſhe "meant, thus to 
offend God? Know you not that it 


| bl Ul 3 is the hand of the Alimlehty p Humble 


e under the mighty hand of God ; 
lay yourſelf in the duſt, and kiſs the 
rod in token of your ſubmiſſion to 
the-will of God.” Upon which, 
- Faifing himſelf a little, he gave a 
lowly w, and ſpoke no more! but 


1 - tho to reſt in the boſom of Jeſus, 
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